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COMMENTS OF ROBERT G .  WHEATON 

Comments  a r e  h e r e b y  s u b m i t t e d  i n  response t o  the a b o v e - r e f e r e n c e d  Notice o f  
P r o p o s e d  R u l e  M a k i n g .  
t o  p e r m i t  and  f o s t e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  s u c h  a p l a n  a s  b e i n g  t e c h n i c a l l y  u n s o u n d  
a n d  c e r t a i n  t o  c a u s e  h a r m f u l  i n t e r f e r e n c e  t o  n u m e r o u s  r a d i o  s p e c t r u m  users- 
a s  a l r e a d y  n o t e d  b y  the F e d e r a l  E m e r g e n c y  Management  A g e n c y  (FEMA) i n  p u b l i c  
s t a t e m e n t s  w e l l  known t o  the Commissioners. BPL w h e r e  a l r e a d y  a t t e m p t e d  h a s  
proven to  be a s  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  other s p e c t r u m  users a s  h a d  been p r e d i c t e d ,  and  
e a r l y  f i e l d  t r i a l s  i n  M a r y l a n d ,  V i r g i n i a ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a  a n d  N e w  York were moni- 
t o r e d  and  f o u n d  t o  c a u s e  h a r m f u l  i n t e r f e r e n c e  d u r i n g  &bile m o n i t o r i n g  b y  the 
d m e r l c a n  R a d i o  R e l a y  League (ARRL). What a s u r p r i s e !  Engineers from the 
B r i t i s h  B r o a d c a s t i n g  Corpra t ion  (BBC) h a d  e a r l i e r  m o n i t o r e d  BPL tes ts  c o n d u c t e d  
i n  S c o t l a n d ,  n o t i n g  the same  harmful interference. In several other p laces  i n  
Europe w h e r e  BPL tests h a v e  been c o n d u c t e d  the p lan  has been w i t h d r a w n  when it 
proved t o  be u n w o r k a b l e  a n d a c a u s e d  h a r m f u l  interference t o  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  communi-  
c a t i o n s  o f  the same  g o v e r n m e n t s  w h i c h  h a d  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  e n c o u r a g e d  this f o l l y .  
The C o m m i s s i o n ' s  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  such a p l a n  i s  t h u s  i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e ;  the one 
e x p l a n a t i o n  w h i c h  d o e s  s e e m  c r e d i b l e  i s  that w i t h  the current r a m p a n t  levels o f  
g o v e r n m e n t  c o r r u p t i o n ,  the C o m m i s s i o n e r s  h a v e  become  i n t o x i c a t e d  b y  the smell o f  
n e w f o u n d  riches and  been r e n d e r e d  incapable o f  c r i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of even the 
m o s t  e l e m e n t a r y  tecnical c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  I n  a w o r d :  P a y o l a !  T h e  c o n c e p t  of 
p u t t i n g  b r o a d - s p e c t r u m  d i g i t a l  noise r e d i o  f r e q u e n c y  (RF) e n e r g y  d i r e c t l y  on a n  
o v e r h e a d  p o w e r  g r i d  " a n t e n n a , "  w h i l e  e x p e c t i n g  it not t o  r a d i a t e  a n d  c a u s e  i n -  
c a l c u l a b l e  damage t o  a u t h o r i z e d  s p e c t r u m  users who w i l l  receive it a s  h a r m f u l  
i n t e r f e r e n c e  i s  so l u d i c r o u s  that the C o m n i s s i o n  w i l l  f i n d  i t s e l f  d e f e n d i n g  
a g a i n s t  the P a y o l a  c h a r g e .  One e x p l a n a t i o n  I h a v e  h e a r d  offered i s  that Our 
E n e m i e s  i n  the War on T e r r o r i s m  have s i m p l y  f i g u r e d  o u t  a way  t o  g e t  u s  t o  
u t t e r l y  d e s t r o y  o u r  H i g h  F r e q u e n c y  ( H F )  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a b i l i t y - a n d  the Commis- 
sioners took the bai t1  

By  a c o p y  of these Comments  f u r n i s h e d  to  my E l e c t e d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  C o n g r e s s  
I am u r g i n g  t h a t  the F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  Connn i s s ion  b u d g e t  f o r  next y e a r  be 
r e d u c e d  t o  j u s t  t h a t  a m o u n t  n e c e s s a r y  to  t e r m i n a t e  a l l  C o m m i s s i o n  o p e r a t i o n s  
and  e m p l o y m e n t .  T h a t ' s  w h a t  I think o f  y o u r  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  s u c h  a t e c h n i c a l l y  
s t u p i d  i d e a .  

The Comments  OPPOSE a m e n d i n g  the Conmission's R u l e s  

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  

.. R o b e r t  G. Wheaton 
16015 White Fawn Drive 
S a n  Antonio, T e x a s  78255-1042 
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